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My presentation in an oral reading of my piece “Stratford-Upon-Ithaca”, which is a profile I 
originally wrote for Professor Adams’ Feature Writing class last semester. It examines the life 
and work of Cornell professor Aoise Stratford, an Australian-born playwright who has produced 
countless readings and productions of her shows in Ithaca and all over the world. What I found 
fascinating about Stratford was how she incorporated feminism into her work. Many of her 
scripts, such as the award-winning ​The Unfortunates​, tell the stories of damned, unlucky 
women–like Mary Kelly, the final of serial killer Jack the Ripper’s victims. Another Henry’s 
Wives, mixes history with magical realism as the six doomed wives of Henry VIII rise from the 
grave to reclaim their stories once more. The title of the piece is a play on Stratford-upon-Avon, 
the name of the village where another prolific playwright by the name of William Shakespeare 
grew up.  
 
I wrote this profile of Stratford after conducting an in-person interview as well as several 
follow-ups by email. I scoured the internet for quotes about her plays, be them praised or reviled, 
in theater critic columns around the world. My purpose in that regard was to add another, more 
removed voice to the profile, especially if the piece was going to fit well into the theme of how 
we identify ourselves verses how the outside world defines us. I felt if a reporter asks only 
friends and loved ones about the person they’re profiling, they’re going to get a lovely, warm, 
but ultimately one-sided view of the person themselves. A large component of Stratford’s story 
is the story of her work, and how she defines success in the world of art. The world of art, 
though, seems to love her work, and find the subject matter as fascinating as I did.  
 
Countless times throughout history, the stories of extraordinary women are suppressed and 
forgotten. This presentation fits well into the theme of Identities due to Stratford’s exploration of 
these women, and my exploration of Stratford’s life. She says that she doesn’t define herself by 
her plays, yet I ended up writing a story about a woman whose plays are often the only thing 
summarizing, critiquing, and defining the lives of other women. What a stunning paradox.  
 
